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days' journey asunder by the circuitous road round the
flank of the mountain rampart. One column therefore
knew nothing of the other's proceedings. "While waiting
thus opposite the northern entrance Beatson determined
to reconnoitre the interior of the vast chasm by scaling
the exterior wall of rock. For this purpose a part of the
old Thirteenth, veterans of Jellalabad, was sent up the
mountain; the ascent, long and arduous, was all but
completed when it was observed from below that the
flat top of the rock held a strong force of the enemy,
entrenched behind a breastwork of stones. The
ascending body of the Thirteenth numbered only sixteen
*men, .the enemy on the summit was over sixty. In vain
the officer who made this discovery tried to warn the
climbers of the dangers so close above them, but which
fchey could not see; his signs were mistaken by the men
for fresh incentives to advance, and they pushed on
towards the top instead of retracing their steps to the
bottom. As the small party of eleven men gained the
summit they were greeted by a matchlock volley from
the low breastwork in front, followed by the charge of
some seventy Beloochees, sword in hand. The odds were
desperate; the Thirteenth men were blown by the steep
ascent; the ground on which they stood was a dizzy
ledge, faced by the stone breastwork and flanked by
tremendous precipices. No man flinched; fighting with
desperate valour they fell on that terrible but glorious
stage, in sight of their comrades below, who were unable
to give them help. Six out of the eleven fell at once;
five others, four of them wounded, were pushed over the
rocks, rolling down upon their half-cfozen comrades who
had not yet gained the summit. How hard they fought